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I'm Isa the Iguana, here to welcome you to 
21st Century Kids! These materials will help 
you teach English in a way that will allow 
your students to explore, understand, and 
participate in their local and global 
communities.
Are you ready to start? Let's go!

¡Soy Isa la Iguana y te doy la 
bienvenida a 21st Century Kids! 
Estos materiales te ayudarán a 
enseñar inglés de una manera 
que les permitirá a tus 
estudiantes explorar, entender y 
participar en sus comunidades 
locales y globales.

¿Estás listo? ¡Vamos!



Wild animals are not pets!

Learning Goal: By the end of this lesson, students will be able 
to educate others about reducing wild animal trafficking in 
Colombia through a campaign using imperatives and short 
sentences in the simple present.
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DBA: 11º Ciencias Naturales
5. Analiza cuestiones ambientales. Plantea acciones individuales y colectivas 
que promuevan el reconocimiento de las especies de su entorno para evitar 
captura y maltrato con fines de consumo o tráfico ilegal.

Synchronous: Introduce the topic by brainstorming with students about 
animals they know. Write down their ideas on the board or use an 
interactive tool like Mentimeter. Then, have students share the information 
about their pets. You may want to have them work in pairs (10 minutes).
Asynchronous: Students work alone to complete the brainstorming. You 
could have students contribute their answers to a class word cloud via 
MentiMeter or other similar platforms, so all students can see the class’ 
ideas. 

Pre-task
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Now, answer these questions. 
Do you have a pet?   YES      NO
What pet do you have at home? I have a  

Warm-up
Write the animals you know in the cloud. 

type of animal

Synchronous: Introduce the vocabulary below by using images, sounds, or 
gestures that help students identify each animal easily. After they have 
labelled each picture, you can also have them play a game, like imitating one 
of these animals or playing Pictionary for their classmates to guess the 
animal word. Help them with pronunciation (10 minutes).
Asynchronous: Students complete the activity individually. You may want to 
send students an audio modelling the pronunciation of the words in the box.  

Answers may vary: dog, cat, hamster, parrot, etc. .

Activity 1
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sloth

red-footed
tortoise canary

armadillo brown-throated
parakeet

iguana

cotton-top
tamarin

conch snail

Synchronous: Introduce the vocabulary below by using images from Activity  
1 together with images from the internet. You may want students to work in 
pairs and maybe use a dictionary to look up the unknown animals. Then, 
check the answers as a whole class. You can also have students write their 
new examples on a digital board or type them in the chat if using a program 
like Zoom or Google Meet for class (10 minutes).
Asynchronous: Have students complete the activity individually. You can ask 
students to use an online dictionary to help them with any unknown animals.  

Activity 2

Label the pictures. 
Activity 1

sloth red-footed
tortoise canary armadillo

brown-throated
parakeet iguana cotton-top

tamarin conch snail
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Activity 2
Classify the animals.  Then, add your own example to each category.

dog

red-footed tortoise 

cat

cotton-top tamarin 

donkey

sloth  

iguana

hen

star fish 

cow

brown-throated parakeet 

Task

Synchronous: Students can work in pairs or individually to answer. Tell 
them they may not know the answers, but to try and answer the best they 
can. You can read each sentence to them to model pronunciation and 
then have them read again when checking the answers. Explain any 
unknown term with a synonym or a picture and check that students really 
understand the idea (10 minutes).
Asynchronous: You may want to send students an audio modelling the 
pronunciation of these sentences. You can also have them share their 

Activity 1

Domestic animals Wild animals

Dog
Cat 

Donkey
Cow 
Hen

Other examples: 
chicken, horse, 

pig

Red-footed tortoise
Cotton-top tamarin 

Sloth  
Star fish
Iguana

Brown-throated parakeet
Other examples: snakes, armadillos, 

conch snails, canaries, monkeys

answers via the teacher’s choice of digital platform or using your preferred 
digital platform. You may need to encourage students to search for the 
answers if they do not know them. 
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Synchronous: Students can work in pairs or individually to answer. Tell 
them they may not know the answers, but to try and answer the best they 
can. You can read each sentence to them to model pronunciation and 
then have them read again when checking the answers. Explain any 
unknown term with a synonym or a picture and check that students really 
understand the idea (10 minutes).
Asynchronous: You may want to send students an audio modelling the 
pronunciation of these sentences. You can also have them share their 

Synchronous: Tell students they are going to look at some example posters. 
Ask them to match the posters with the correct sentences. Then, have them 
compare their answers with a classmate. After this, guide students in 
discovering the target language. First have students identify the verbs in each 
one of the statements by underlining them. Then, ask students what they 
notice about these verbs by asking them questions like: Is sentence number 
2 affirmative or negative?  How can you tell?
You may also want to illustrate some of these examples to show students 
when something is permitted or prohibited. After this explanation, they should 
understand how to form imperatives in the affirmative and negative forms 
easily. This activity can also be done in groups (10 minutes).  
Asynchronous: Ask students to complete the activity individually. You could 
create a LiveWorksheets or Google Form, so they can receive immediate 
feedback on their answers. You can record yourself explaining when and how 
to use imperatives in affirmative and negative form and share the video with 
students using the tool the school has approved for communication. 

Activity 2

answers via the teacher’s choice of digital platform or using your preferred 
digital platform. You may need to encourage students to search for the 
answers if they do not know them. 

Mark the statements as true (T) or false (F). 
Activity 1

a. Domestic animals can be pets. 
b. Wild animals belong in their natural habitat. 
c. A sloth is a domestic animal. 
d. A hen is a wild animal. 
e. Having a wild animal as a pet is illegal. 
f. Illegal means that something is prohibited and sanctioned by law. 
g. Animal trafficking is a serious problem in Colombia. 

True
True

True

True
True

False

False
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belong in the

TREES!
We

DO NOT
TOUCH

Look at the posters below. Match them with the correct title sentence. 
Then, underline the verbs in each one.

Activity 2

1. Stop buying red-footed tortoises as pets.
2. Don’t pay to take pictures with sloths.
3. Never keep a wild animal as a pet. 
4. Don’t put canaries in a cage. Set them free!
5. Leave the animals alone. 

3 5
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Wild animals
are not an

We are
NOT
PETS! ATTRACTION!

1 2

I have WINGS,
so I can fly!

4
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Remember, when we use imperatives, we always use the base form of 
the verb (stop, set, leave, pay, put, keep). When we use the negative form, 
we add words like “don’t” and “never” before the base form (don’t pay, 
don’t put, never keep).

Affirmative form Negative form

Stop

Set free

Leave

Don’t pay

Don’t put

Never keep

Classify the imperative verbs from the sentences above into the correct 
column.

Synchronous: Have students read and put the phrases in the correct 
column. You can help them with new words they may find or encourage 
them to use a dictionary (10 minutes).  
Asynchronous: Students work individually to complete the table. They 
may need to use an online dictionary to look up the meaning of possible 
unknown words and/or check their pronunciation. You could also send a 
recording of themselves saying the words for students to listen to and 
practice repeating. 

Activity 3
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Synchronous: Show students how to create a complete sentence using 
one or two phrases from the box above and vocabulary learned so far.  If 
there’s time, have them review the animal words seen in the Pre-task 
section, Activity 1. Encourage them to express their own feelings and 

Activity 4

Don’tsDos

Free it

Call the environmental police

Tell a responsible adult 

Respect it

Help it

Leave it alone

Protect it

Don’t buy it

Don’t sell it

Don’t hit it

Don’t hunt it

Don’t eat it

Don’t kill it

Don’t take it home 

Let’s use what we just learned about imperatives! 
What do you do when you find a wild animal?  

Classify these actions.  

Activity 3

Don’t buy it
Free it
Don’t sell it
Call the environmental police
Don’t hit it
Tell a responsible adult 
Don’t hunt it

Respect it
Don’t eat it
Protect it
Don’t kill it
Help it
Don’t take it home
Leave it alone

thoughts and include them in the sentences. Have students get together 
with two classmates and read their sentences to them (10 minutes).  
Asynchronous: Have students build their own sentences following a model 
you provide. You could send some examples/models via WhatsApp or any 
other means of communication the school uses. 
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Synchronous: Show students how to create a complete sentence using 
one or two phrases from the box above and vocabulary learned so far.  If 
there’s time, have them review the animal words seen in the Pre-task 
section, Activity 1. Encourage them to express their own feelings and 

Don’t buy cotton-top tamarins. Call the environmental police.

If you find iguanas, don’t hit them. Leave them alone.

Don’t take canaries home.

Synchronous: Explain the steps you all will follow to organize a campaign 
to show people that having a wild animal as a pet is not good. Help 
students organize the groups. Go over the instructions with students and 
make sure they understand the process and the final product. You can 
have them design their draft visual aids. Think of an interactive tool for 
them to share their visual aids. The school platform, for instance, could be 
used or something like Padlet or Google Classroom (10 minutes).

Activity 5

Choose three phrases from the Dos and Don’ts chart. Use them to write 
three complete sentences about animals from this lesson.
Then, read your sentences to two classmates.

1.

2.

3.

Activity 4

Asynchronous: Ask students to share their choices somewhere (a Google 
Document, for example) so that the topics are not repeated. Send students 
an audio or video explaining step by step what it is expected from them 
at this stage of the lesson. When they are finished, have them post their 
visual aids to the school platform or one like Padlet or Google Classroom 
where everyone can see them. 

thoughts and include them in the sentences. Have students get together 
with two classmates and read their sentences to them (10 minutes).  
Asynchronous: Have students build their own sentences following a model 
you provide. You could send some examples/models via WhatsApp or any 
other means of communication the school uses. 
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Synchronous: Explain the steps you all will follow to organize a campaign 
to show people that having a wild animal as a pet is not good. Help 
students organize the groups. Go over the instructions with students and 
make sure they understand the process and the final product. You can 
have them design their draft visual aids. Think of an interactive tool for 
them to share their visual aids. The school platform, for instance, could be 
used or something like Padlet or Google Classroom (10 minutes).

Use this space for the design of your visual aid.

Work in groups. Choose a wild animal from your region. Create a visual 
aid (poster, slide, photograph, drawing, etc.) to motivate people to protect 
it. Use Dos and Dont's from the lesson. 

With the help of your teacher, organize a campaign in your school 
with the title “Wild animals are not pets!” Share your visual aids  with 
your classmates, students in other grades, and teachers. Teach them 
how to help reduce animal trafficking in your country.

Activity 5

Asynchronous: Ask students to share their choices somewhere (a Google 
Document, for example) so that the topics are not repeated. Send students 
an audio or video explaining step by step what it is expected from them 
at this stage of the lesson. When they are finished, have them post their 
visual aids to the school platform or one like Padlet or Google Classroom 
where everyone can see them. 
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Share your visual aids with your classmates. Then, decide on somewhere to 
post them in the school and/or on the online platform your teacher tells you.   

Activity 6

Synchronous: Agree with your students on how you are going to do this 
task. You may want to think of an area in the school to make students’ 
visual aids and/or use a platform the entire school community has access 
to. Another option is using social media networks if it is allowed by the 
institution (5 minutes). 
Asynchronous: Share the link of the interactive tool or platform for 
students to upload their visual aids (a Google Drive folder, for example). Or 
think of ways that you can share these with the school community to 
promote awareness. You could use a platform (like Padlet) where the 
school community could also comment on students’ posters. 

Activity 6
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Post-task

Reflect on the visual aids and the campaign.  Use one of the verbs below to 
complete your personal reflection. 

respect 
take care of

love 
protect

help
free

Synchronous: Have students share their personal conclusions. This can be 
done in a discussion in class online (5 minutes).
Asynchronous: Use an interactive tool, like a Google Document for 
students to share their final thoughts with the rest of the class. 

I learned to          them.

What did you learn about wild animals?
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