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I'm Isa the Iguana, here to welcome you to 
21st Century Kids! These materials will help 
you teach English in a way that will allow 
your students to explore, understand, and 
participate in their local and global 
communities.

Are you ready to start? Let's go!

¡Soy Isa la Iguana y te doy la 
bienvenida a 21st Century Kids! 
Estos materiales te ayudarán a 
enseñar inglés de una manera 
que les permitirá a tus estudiantes 
explorar, entender y participar en 
sus comunidades locales y 
globales.

¿Estás listo? ¡Vamos!



DBA 6º Sociales 
1.2. Explica los elementos que componen nuestro Sistema solar: planetas, 
estrellas, asteroids, cometas y su relación con la vida en la tierra.
1.4. Expresa la importancia de explorar el universo como una posibilidad para 
entender el origen y el cambio de las formas de vida en la Tierra.

Saving energy

Learning Objective: By the end of this lesson, students will be 
able to describe the advantages and disadvantages of solar 
energy and how their families can save energy using "will."
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Synchronous: Introduce the topic by asking students how much they know 
about the solar system. Write down their ideas on a digital whiteboard or 
use an interactive tool for students to type in their ideas such as Mentimeter.  
Then, have students work on the labelling activity and check answers. 
Finally, go over each of the questions eliciting answers from students and 
providing feedback (10 minutes).

Asynchronous: Students complete the activity individually. They may need to 
do some research. You could consider creating a Google Form for them to 
submit their answers on and receive immediate feedback. 

Activity 1

Label the elements in the solar system with the words below. 
Activity 1

Pre-task

Neptune

Venus 

Mars 

Sun

Jupiter

Saturn

Uranus

Mercury

Earth 

Moon

Comet
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Mercury

Earth 

Moon

Saturn

Uranus

Mars

Venus 

Sun Jupiter Neptune

Comet 

There are 8: Mercury, Venus, Mars, Earth, Jupiter, Saturn, 
Neptune, and Uranus.

How many planets are there in the solar system? 
What are they?

What is the only planet that has life?

Earth
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What is a celestial body with a tail? 

What is the Earth’s only natural satellite? 

What is the closest star to our planet? 

Out of all the elements in our solar system, which 
one gives us energy? 

a comet

the moon

the sun

the sun

Extra activity:
As an extra or optional activity to reinforce the vocabulary related to the 
solar system, you can use the crossword puzzle below either at the 
beginning or at the end of the lesson.
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Let’s practice our vocabulary. Read the clues and use the words from 
Activity 1, Pre-task to complete the crossword puzzle.

Across
2. Also called the "Red Planet"
3. The seventh planet from the Sun
6. The second planet from the sun
8. The eighth planet from the sun
9. The only planet that has life

Down
1. The largest planet in the solar system
2. Earth's only natural satellite
4. It has rings
5. The smallest planet in the Solar System
7. The star at the center of the Solar System

Extra Vocabulary Practice

1

2

3 4

5

6

9

7

8
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U
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A

T
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R
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N
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Task

Synchronous: Tell students they are going to read and learn about solar 
energy. Have them work individually or in pairs. Explain any unknown 
words. Then, have them complete the table that follows. They may ask you 
for the meaning of the words “advantages” and “disadvantages.” You can 
use the synonyms “positive” and “negative” to help them understand.  
Check their answers.  After that, have them read the questions and think 
about possible answers. Check answers with the whole class. Finally, 
encourage students to find the words that describe the pictures after the 
reading (15 minutes).

Asynchronous: You may want to send students an audio reading the 
paragraph for modelling pronunciation. Students can also share their 
answers by sending a photograph via WhatsApp, for example, for you to 
give them immediate feedback.

Activity 1
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Read the text and complete the activities below.
Activity 1

My city is very hot. It is always sunny! For this reason, the 
government is working on a project. They are planning to 
construct a farm to generate solar energy. This will bring a 
lot of benefits to the city. First, solar energy is a truly 
renewable source of energy. This means we will never run 
out of it, and it will help reduce contamination. Second, 
solar panels absorb the sun's rays and convert them into 
electricity. They provide energy to companies, buildings, 
houses, cars, and cell phones, among other things. This will 
help electricity bills be cheaper. Additionally, more people 
will have jobs installing solar panels. Finally, since solar 
panels absorb the sun’s rays, the temperature inside 
houses will get cooler. However, not everything is perfect. 
People say installing solar panels requires a lot of space 
and money. Also, solar panels depend on the weather. And, 
solar energy has to be used right away because storing it is 
expensive. In conclusion, solar panels are more 
environmentally friendly, but not everybody has access to 
them right now.
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Write the advantages and disadvantages of solar energy from the text. 

Now, answer the questions below. 

Advantages Disadvantages

Solar energy

In which city do you think this project will be implemented?
a. Barranquilla 

b. Bogotá 

c. Bucaramanga

In which other Caribbean cities do you think it is possible to 
use solar energy? Why?

· It is a renewable source of 
energy.
· It will reduce contamination.
· Solar panels absorb the sun's 
rays and convert them into 
electricity.
· Electricity bills are cheaper.
· More people will have jobs 
installing solar panels. 
· The temperature inside houses 
will get cooler.

· Installing the solar panels 
requires a lot of space and 
money.
· Solar panels depend on the 
weather.
· Solar energy has to be used 
right away.
· Storing solar energy is 
expensive. 

Answers will vary. For example, "In Riohacha, Valledupar, 
Sincelejo, Montería, Cartagena and Santa Marta because 
there is always sun / because they are very hot.”
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Synchronous: Have students read the extract from the reading in Activity 1. 
Make them think about the question and have them predict what other 
ideas they think they will find in the rest of the lesson that will help us save 
energy.  Then, have them take a look at the list of tips and match them with 
the correct pictures. Provide help with any new vocabulary. Check answers 
(10 minutes).

Asynchronous: Students complete the activity individually. You can send 
them an answer key for them to compare with their answers once they have 
finished the activity.

Activity 2

Write the words from the text that describe these pictures.

Solar panels Electricity bill Buildings
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Look at this extract from the text in Activity 1.

    In conclusion, solar panels are more 
environmentally friendly, but not everybody has access 
to them right now.
If we cannot have solar panels in our house, what 
can we do to save energy?

Write your ideas here: 
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Now, look at some tips. Match them with the pictures.

a. Turn off lights when leaving a room.

b. Unplug electronic devices when not in use.

c. Use less air conditioning.

d. Use the stairs, not the elevator.

e. Use Led light bulbs.

f. Take cold showers.

g. Use the washing machine for full loads only.

h. Iron big quantities of clothes at one time.

i. Open windows to let in natural light.

j. Always close the refrigerator door.

off

on
off

X

A

B

C G I

JHE

D

F
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1. Solar energy will help reduce contamination.
2. Electricity bills will be cheaper.
3. The temperature inside houses will get cooler.

Look at the benefits of solar energy from the text in Activity 1. Then, 
complete the sentence.

Activity 3

Synchronous: Have students read the example sentences from the text in 
Activity 1. Elicit their answers for the use of “will.” Then, read the instructions 
and help them notice how “will” is used in the examples. Ask them to follow 
the pattern they notice to organize the rest of the sentences. Students can 
work alone, in groups, or this can be a whole class activity (15 minutes).

Asynchronous: Record yourself showing students the example sentences and 
explaining how “will” helps us express future actions. Have students share 
their answers on the school’s preferred platform (Jamboard, Padlet, etc.).

Activity 3

The word “will” refers to 
_________________. 

a. the present.    b. the future.

the future.
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Unscramble the sentences to discover future actions we will take to save 
energy.

Example: 
1. when leaving a room / will / we / the lights / turn off     

    We will turn off the lights when leaving a room.

2. unplug / when not in use / will / we / electronic devices

3. will / use / air conditioning / less / we

4. use / not the elevator / the stairs, / will / we

5. Led light bulbs / use / will / we

6. will /cold showers / take / we

7. the washing machine / use / for full loads only / will / we

We will unplug electronic devices when not in use. 

We will use less air conditioning.

We will use the stairs, not the elevator.

We will use Led light bulbs.

We will take cold showers.

We will use the washing machine for full loads only.
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8. big quantities of clothes / will / we / iron

9. open windows / natural light / to let in / we / will

10. close / we / will / the refrigerator door

We will iron big quantities of clothes.

We will open windows to let in natural light.

We will close the refrigerator door.

Synchronous: You can ask these questions to students to model 
pronunciation. They should give you their answers and you can mark the 
correct column on a projected version of the table. Then, have students 
ask you all the questions to practice pronunciation. Once they have done 
this practice with you, you can tell them they will ask their classmates 
these questions to find out which actions they will take to help save 
energy (10 minutes).

Asynchronous: Ask students to complete the chart with the help of 
someone in their families. They could send you a screenshot when they 
are done using WhatsApp or another platform of your choice.

Activity 4
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Will you___________ ? Yes

Ask your classmates or family 
members the questions below to 
find out what actions they will 
take to save energy. 

Activity 4

No

turn off lights when leaving a room

unplug electronic devices when not in use

use less air conditioning

use the stairs, not the elevator

use Led light bulbs

take cold showers

use the washing machine for full loads only

iron big quantities of clothes at one time

open windows to let in natural light

close the refrigerator door
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Synchronous: Have students choose three of the most important or easiest 
actions for their classmates to take to save energy. Then, ask students to 
create three complete sentences using “will” to express future. Tell them 
they can look at the sentences they organized in Activity 3, Task to 
remember and follow the same pattern. Check students' answers, and give 
them feedback (10 minutes). 

Asynchronous: Ask students to type their own sentences in a Google 
Document where you can give them feedback.

Activity 5

Activity 5
Report your results to the rest of the class. Choose three of the most 
important actions your classmates or family will take to save energy. 
Write complete sentences using “will.”

1.

2.

3.
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Synchronous: Go over the instructions with your students. Make sure they 
understand what they have to do. Answer any questions they may have. You 
may allow them to listen to some music while working to create a more 
relaxing atmosphere (15 minutes).

Asynchronous: Students work individually. Then, they share their designs 
with you for feedback and approval. They could do this on Jamboard, via 
email, or even on WhatsApp through a screenshot. 

Activity 6

Activity 6
Create a visual aid that shows the three actions your classmates or 
family will take to save energy. Include the sentences you wrote above 
to remind them to do them every day. Put your visual aid somewhere 
visible in your classroom or house. 
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Synchronous: Have students read, think, and share their conclusions. This 
can be done through a class discussion (5 minutes).

Asynchronous: Have students share a picture of their answers with the rest 
of the class on a platform like Padlet or Jamboard.

Let’s reflect on the topic!

Post-task

We can take advantage of solar energy in 
Barranquilla.

There are not many things we can do to 
save energy.

We can help save energy at home. 

Saving energy helps our planet.   

TRUE FALSE

TRUE FALSE

TRUE FALSE

TRUE FALSE
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