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I'm Isa the Iguana, here to welcome you to 
21st Century Kids! These materials will help 
you teach English in a way that will allow 
your students to explore, understand, and 
participate in their local and global 
communities.

Are you ready to start? Let's go!

¡Soy Isa la Iguana y te doy la 
bienvenida a 21st Century Kids! 
Estos materiales te ayudarán a 
enseñar inglés de una manera 
que les permitirá a tus estudiantes 
explorar, entender y participar en 
sus comunidades locales y 
globales.

¿Estás listo? ¡Vamos!



Let’s create a
more inclusive Barranquilla!

Learning Objective: By the end of this lesson, students will be 
able to discuss inclusion and how it can be implemented in 
their school using language for opinions and advice.
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Synchronous: Discuss sign language and ask students where they have 
seen people using this language (news channels, events, etc.). Show 
students the pictures below and have them practice some of the words in 
sign language as well as spelling their own names (10 minutes).

Asynchronous: Ask students to send you a video of them using sign 
language to demonstrate how to spell their name.

Activity 1

DBA 6º Ciencias Sociales 
8. Comprende que en una sociedad democrática no es aceptable ninguna 
forma de discriminación por origen étnico, creencias religiosas, género, 
discapacidad y/o apariencia física. 
·  Reconoce que las personas tenemos derecho a no ser discriminadas, a la luz 

de la Declaración Universal de los Derechos Humanos y de la Constitución 
Nacional de Colombia de 1991.

DBA 7º Ciencias Sociales 
7. Comprende la responsabilidad que tiene una sociedad democrática para 
evitar la violación de los derechos fundamentales de sus ciudadanos.
· Plantea soluciones alternativas a las problemáticas de discriminación que se 

evidencian en Colombia.

Pre-task
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Introduction to sign language
Have you ever noticed TV channels that use sign language, for example, 
during the news?

They include sign language interpreters to provide an inclusive 
experience for people with auditory disabilities.

Let’s learn some phrases and letters in sign language. Look at the words 
and letters below. Practice a few words and spelling your name. 

Activity 1

Synchronous: Discuss the use of different phrases to introduce an opinion 
and to give advice. According to the image included below,  there are some 
phrases that demonstrate more certainty than others when giving an 
opinion. Ask students why they think some of the phrases show that 
someone is certain about something and why other phrases express doubt. 
Afterwards, students should work with a partner in order to generate ideas 
to make Barranquilla a more inclusive city using some of the phrases that 
are included below (10 minutes).

Asynchronous: Students should complete the activity individually. You could 
send students a recording explaining the language for giving an opinion or 
giving advice, if possible. You could have students submit their answers using 
a Google Document where you could give them feedback.
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Synchronous: You can put students in groups to discuss answers to the 
questions below. Then, as a whole class, they can add their ideas to a 
whiteboard or to a virtual platform such as Padlet or Jamboard (5 minutes). 

Asynchronous: Ask students to send you their responses to the discussion 
questions. You could have them do this individually or you could create a 
digital space where students can post their answers and see their 
classmates’ answers (for example, on Padlet).

Activity 2

Students could discuss whether they think Barranquilla is an inclusive city. 
This could be done through an online forum or as a synchronous discussion 
during class time.

Extension activity

A B C D E

F

K

P

U V W X Y Z

Q R S T

L M N O

G H I J

Synchronous: Discuss the use of different phrases to introduce an opinion 
and to give advice. According to the image included below,  there are some 
phrases that demonstrate more certainty than others when giving an 
opinion. Ask students why they think some of the phrases show that 
someone is certain about something and why other phrases express doubt. 
Afterwards, students should work with a partner in order to generate ideas 
to make Barranquilla a more inclusive city using some of the phrases that 
are included below (10 minutes).

Asynchronous: Students should complete the activity individually. You could 
send students a recording explaining the language for giving an opinion or 
giving advice, if possible. You could have students submit their answers using 
a Google Document where you could give them feedback.
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1. What does “inclusion” mean to you?

2. What are some modifications that exist to help people 
with disabilities?

What are your thoughts on inclusion? Write your answers to the 
following questions.

Activity 2

Synchronous: Discuss the use of different phrases to introduce an opinion 
and to give advice. According to the image included below,  there are some 
phrases that demonstrate more certainty than others when giving an 
opinion. Ask students why they think some of the phrases show that 
someone is certain about something and why other phrases express doubt. 
Afterwards, students should work with a partner in order to generate ideas 
to make Barranquilla a more inclusive city using some of the phrases that 
are included below (10 minutes).

Asynchronous: Students should complete the activity individually. You could 
send students a recording explaining the language for giving an opinion or 
giving advice, if possible. You could have students submit their answers using 
a Google Document where you could give them feedback.
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Synchronous: Ask students to complete the vocabulary activity below by 
matching the vocabulary words to their corresponding images. Then, have 
them complete the fill in the blank sentences below using the vocabulary 
and check their answers. You could have students check answers in pairs or 
do it as a whole class (5 minutes).

Asynchronous: Ask students to complete the activity individually. You could 
create a Google Form or a Quizizz activity for students to submit their 
answers and receive immediate feedback.

Activity 3

3. Did you know that, according to the Instituto Nacional 
para Ciegos, in 2017 there were almost 600,000 people in 
Colombia living with a disability? Does this number surprise 
you? Why or why not?

4. Do you think that Barranquilla is an inclusive city? 
Why or why not?

Synchronous: Discuss the use of different phrases to introduce an opinion 
and to give advice. According to the image included below,  there are some 
phrases that demonstrate more certainty than others when giving an 
opinion. Ask students why they think some of the phrases show that 
someone is certain about something and why other phrases express doubt. 
Afterwards, students should work with a partner in order to generate ideas 
to make Barranquilla a more inclusive city using some of the phrases that 
are included below (10 minutes).

Asynchronous: Students should complete the activity individually. You could 
send students a recording explaining the language for giving an opinion or 
giving advice, if possible. You could have students submit their answers using 
a Google Document where you could give them feedback.
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A B

C D

E F

HG I

Vocabulary
Do you know what the following words mean? Match them to their 
image by writing the correct letter beside each word.

Activity 3

Blind

Deaf 

Physical disability 

Mental disability

Sign language

Braille

Inclusion 

Accessible

Mobility  

A

B

C

D

E

F

H

G

I

Synchronous: Discuss the use of different phrases to introduce an opinion 
and to give advice. According to the image included below,  there are some 
phrases that demonstrate more certainty than others when giving an 
opinion. Ask students why they think some of the phrases show that 
someone is certain about something and why other phrases express doubt. 
Afterwards, students should work with a partner in order to generate ideas 
to make Barranquilla a more inclusive city using some of the phrases that 
are included below (10 minutes).

Asynchronous: Students should complete the activity individually. You could 
send students a recording explaining the language for giving an opinion or 
giving advice, if possible. You could have students submit their answers using 
a Google Document where you could give them feedback.
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1. A person that has a visual impairment is considered to be

                       .

2. People that are deaf or that have hearing impairments use 

_________________     to communicate.

3. A room or building that is easy to enter and use is considered 

to be           _____________ .

4. Someone whose mobility is impaired and requires a wheelchair 

has a ____________                             __   . 

5. Autism and Down syndrome are examples of

                       .

Fill in the Blank. Complete the following sentences using the vocabulary 
words from above. There are some words you will not use. 

blind

sign language

accessible

physical disability 

mental disabilities

Synchronous: Discuss the use of different phrases to introduce an opinion 
and to give advice. According to the image included below,  there are some 
phrases that demonstrate more certainty than others when giving an 
opinion. Ask students why they think some of the phrases show that 
someone is certain about something and why other phrases express doubt. 
Afterwards, students should work with a partner in order to generate ideas 
to make Barranquilla a more inclusive city using some of the phrases that 
are included below (10 minutes).

Asynchronous: Students should complete the activity individually. You could 
send students a recording explaining the language for giving an opinion or 
giving advice, if possible. You could have students submit their answers using 
a Google Document where you could give them feedback.

11



Synchronous: Students can take turns reading the texts below out loud as a 
class or in  small groups. When, they finish reading, they should circle true or 
false to answer the comprehension questions included after each text. Then, 
they can respond to the discussion questions below. Once they have written 
their answers, you can put students in pairs to discuss or carry out a whole 
class discussion (15 minutes).

Asynchronous: Ask students to read the texts and respond to the 
comprehension questions provided. You may want to create a Live 
Worksheet or Google Form in order to allow students to respond virtually.

Activity 1

Task

Daniella Alvarez 

Daniella Alvarez is a famous model from 
Barranquilla. She was Miss Colombia in 2011, and 
she represented Colombia in the 2012 Miss 
Universe competition. Unfortunately, in June of 
2020, due to medical complications, part of her 
leg was amputated. The surgery was shocking to 
many people. Daniella’s mobility has greatly 
improved over time, and now she can she run and 
dance using her prosthetic leg. She uses social 
media to show the world that anything is possible 
if you are determined.

Read the texts below and complete the activity for 
each one. 

Activity 1

Synchronous: Discuss the use of different phrases to introduce an opinion 
and to give advice. According to the image included below,  there are some 
phrases that demonstrate more certainty than others when giving an 
opinion. Ask students why they think some of the phrases show that 
someone is certain about something and why other phrases express doubt. 
Afterwards, students should work with a partner in order to generate ideas 
to make Barranquilla a more inclusive city using some of the phrases that 
are included below (10 minutes).

Asynchronous: Students should complete the activity individually. You could 
send students a recording explaining the language for giving an opinion or 
giving advice, if possible. You could have students submit their answers using 
a Google Document where you could give them feedback.
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1. Daniella Alvarez is a model and social media 
influencer. 

True or False

Inclusive Malls in Barranquilla

Many malls in Barranquilla are creating more inclusive environments for 
everyone. For example, at the Viva Mall, there are many “Lenguaje 
Incluyente” (Inclusive Language) signs. These signs help us change the 
way we see language. There are many words we commonly used in the 
past to refer to people with specific disabilities, but many of these words 
are very negative. They can be offensive and affect the people that live 
with these disabilities. To be more inclusive, it’s important to learn the 
proper words.

Buenavista Mall is also creating a more inclusive environment for people 
with disabilities. In fact, the mall has received the “Sello de Primera” seal 
of approval. The mall received the seal for providing an inclusive 
environment for people with visual impairments and reduced mobility. 
For example, you can find Braille letters on many signs in Buenavista, as 
well as ramps and elevators throughout all three Buenavista buildings.

2. Daniella can’t dance with her prosthetic leg.       

T  |  F

T  |  F

Synchronous: Discuss the use of different phrases to introduce an opinion 
and to give advice. According to the image included below,  there are some 
phrases that demonstrate more certainty than others when giving an 
opinion. Ask students why they think some of the phrases show that 
someone is certain about something and why other phrases express doubt. 
Afterwards, students should work with a partner in order to generate ideas 
to make Barranquilla a more inclusive city using some of the phrases that 
are included below (10 minutes).

Asynchronous: Students should complete the activity individually. You could 
send students a recording explaining the language for giving an opinion or 
giving advice, if possible. You could have students submit their answers using 
a Google Document where you could give them feedback.
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Education

The Secretary of Education of Barranquilla works to create an inclusive 
learning environment for students with mental and physical disabilities. 
After spending time in a transitional classroom, students with disabilities 
are placed in one of 19 schools in Barranquilla that have teachers or 
coaches specially trained to help them.

A few years ago, the Universidad del Norte created the “Uninorte 
Incluyente” program to make the university more inclusive. The program  
teaches students and the community about ways to create a more 
inclusive environment. They even organize events for students, faculty, 
and staff to learn about different things such as sign language and 
inclusive language, among others.

1. Inclusive language is only for creating gender 
neutral words.

True or False

2. You can find Braille letters and accessible ramps 
at Buenavista mall. 

1. There are only 5 schools in Barranquilla that have 
teachers and coaches that are trained to help 
students with disabilities.      

True or False

2. The “Uninorte Incluyente” program only benefits 
people with disabilities.

T  |  F

T  |  F

T  |  F

T  |  F

Synchronous: Discuss the use of different phrases to introduce an opinion 
and to give advice. According to the image included below,  there are some 
phrases that demonstrate more certainty than others when giving an 
opinion. Ask students why they think some of the phrases show that 
someone is certain about something and why other phrases express doubt. 
Afterwards, students should work with a partner in order to generate ideas 
to make Barranquilla a more inclusive city using some of the phrases that 
are included below (10 minutes).

Asynchronous: Students should complete the activity individually. You could 
send students a recording explaining the language for giving an opinion or 
giving advice, if possible. You could have students submit their answers using 
a Google Document where you could give them feedback.
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After reading, let’s think about what we are learning. Write your answers 
to the following discussion questions.

1. What are some activities that might be difficult to do with a 
physical disability?

2. Have you seen signs with Braille letters? Are there ramps in 
your neighborhood? What are some things that you have seen 
around the city that help people with disabilities?

Answers may vary. For example: It can be difficult to do things 
like walking, running, dancing, and even talking.

Answers may vary. For example: Students might mention that 
they have seen braille letters on signs at popular 
supermarkets and stores. There are also textured sidewalks 
on some streets (such as Carrera 51b) for people with visual 
impairments. 

Synchronous: Discuss the use of different phrases to introduce an opinion 
and to give advice. According to the image included below,  there are some 
phrases that demonstrate more certainty than others when giving an 
opinion. Ask students why they think some of the phrases show that 
someone is certain about something and why other phrases express doubt. 
Afterwards, students should work with a partner in order to generate ideas 
to make Barranquilla a more inclusive city using some of the phrases that 
are included below (10 minutes).

Activity 2

Asynchronous: Students should complete the activity individually. You could 
send students a recording explaining the language for giving an opinion or 
giving advice, if possible. You could have students submit their answers using 
a Google Document where you could give them feedback.
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Activity 2
Giving an Opinion
We can use the phrases below to express our opinions. Some phrases 
are stronger than others depending on how certain we feel about our 
opinion.

I strongly believe...

I am sure...

I have no doubt...

In my opinion...

I feel...

I believe...

I imagine...

I guess...

Completely
certain

Neutral 

Some doubt

Synchronous: Discuss the use of different phrases to introduce an opinion 
and to give advice. According to the image included below,  there are some 
phrases that demonstrate more certainty than others when giving an 
opinion. Ask students why they think some of the phrases show that 
someone is certain about something and why other phrases express doubt. 
Afterwards, students should work with a partner in order to generate ideas 
to make Barranquilla a more inclusive city using some of the phrases that 
are included below (10 minutes).

Asynchronous: Students should complete the activity individually. You could 
send students a recording explaining the language for giving an opinion or 
giving advice, if possible. You could have students submit their answers using 
a Google Document where you could give them feedback.
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Giving Advice
We can use the following phrases to give advice. Depending on the 
context, we can use a positive statement or a negative statement. 
Positive statements explain what changes are necessary to improve 
something. Negative statements can persuade people to stop doing 
something.

Based on the readings and your own ideas, what are some things 
Barranquilla can do to be a more inclusive city? Write your ideas for each 
category below using some of the phrases from above.

Positive
Statements

Negative
Statements

We need to...

One thing we could do is...

It’s a good idea to...

My advice is to...

I think we should...

We don't need to...

One thing we need to avoid is...

It’s a bad idea to...

My advice is to stop...

I don’t think we should...

Problem: In my opinion, many buildings in Barranquilla 
are not accessible for people with disabilities. 

Solution: We need to build more ramps at the 
entrances of buildings to make it easier for people to 
access them.

EXAMPLE:
Accessibility
to buildings

Synchronous: Discuss the use of different phrases to introduce an opinion 
and to give advice. According to the image included below,  there are some 
phrases that demonstrate more certainty than others when giving an 
opinion. Ask students why they think some of the phrases show that 
someone is certain about something and why other phrases express doubt. 
Afterwards, students should work with a partner in order to generate ideas 
to make Barranquilla a more inclusive city using some of the phrases that 
are included below (10 minutes).

Asynchronous: Students should complete the activity individually. You could 
send students a recording explaining the language for giving an opinion or 
giving advice, if possible. You could have students submit their answers using 
a Google Document where you could give them feedback.
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Problem:

Solution:
Transportation

Problem:

Solution:
Education

Problem:

Solution:

Employment
Opportunities

Synchronous: Discuss the use of different phrases to introduce an opinion 
and to give advice. According to the image included below,  there are some 
phrases that demonstrate more certainty than others when giving an 
opinion. Ask students why they think some of the phrases show that 
someone is certain about something and why other phrases express doubt. 
Afterwards, students should work with a partner in order to generate ideas 
to make Barranquilla a more inclusive city using some of the phrases that 
are included below (10 minutes).

Asynchronous: Students should complete the activity individually. You could 
send students a recording explaining the language for giving an opinion or 
giving advice, if possible. You could have students submit their answers using 
a Google Document where you could give them feedback.
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Activity 3
Now, let’s think about your school. Are classrooms and bathrooms 
accessible for students with disabilities? Are the classes inclusive for 
students with hearing or visual impairments? Are there learning 
materials for students with visual impairments?

In groups of three or four, create a proposal that responds to the 
following questions:     

How can we make our school more inclusive for students and 
faculty with disabilities?

Synchronous: Discuss the use of different phrases to introduce an opinion 
and to give advice. According to the image included below,  there are some 
phrases that demonstrate more certainty than others when giving an 
opinion. Ask students why they think some of the phrases show that 
someone is certain about something and why other phrases express doubt. 
Afterwards, students should work with a partner in order to generate ideas 
to make Barranquilla a more inclusive city using some of the phrases that 
are included below (10 minutes).

Asynchronous: Students should complete the activity individually. You could 
send students a recording explaining the language for giving an opinion or 
giving advice, if possible. You could have students submit their answers using 
a Google Document where you could give them feedback.

Synchronous: In groups of 3 or 4, ask students to brainstorm ideas for how 
their school can become a more inclusive place. Students should think of 
areas for improvement in the school, such as accessibility, visual or auditory 
aids, and create realistic proposals. Remind them of examples explored in 
the lesson if needed. Then, have each group select one of their ideas from 
their brainstorm and expand on it. They should create a visual aid that 
presents their project proposal to share with the class. If students are doing 
this virtually,  you could separate them into break out groups and suggest 
they work in Google Slides, Canva, or a similar program. Remind students to 
check the list of requirements on page 21 in order to ensure their 
presentations include all of the required content (20 minutes).

Asynchronous: Use your favorite platform to have students complete the 
brainstorm activity, project proposal, and visual aid. The platform should allow 
students to work asynchronously and collaboratively. Some ideas could be 
Google Slides or Google Documents, among others. When they are finished, 
they should share their poster on a site that all students can access such as 
Padlet or Flipgrid. Students can respond to the presentations with comments 
or audio clips depending on which platform was used.

Activity 3
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Brainstorm
Let’s brainstorm some ideas for how our school can create a more 
inclusive environment. 

Think of a problem that affects accessibility to education for students with 
physical and/or mental disabilities. Write the problem in the middle. 
Then, write ideas for how your school could solve the problem in the 
circles.

Problem

Synchronous: Discuss the use of different phrases to introduce an opinion 
and to give advice. According to the image included below,  there are some 
phrases that demonstrate more certainty than others when giving an 
opinion. Ask students why they think some of the phrases show that 
someone is certain about something and why other phrases express doubt. 
Afterwards, students should work with a partner in order to generate ideas 
to make Barranquilla a more inclusive city using some of the phrases that 
are included below (10 minutes).

Asynchronous: Students should complete the activity individually. You could 
send students a recording explaining the language for giving an opinion or 
giving advice, if possible. You could have students submit their answers using 
a Google Document where you could give them feedback.
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Project Proposal
Now, select one of the ideas your group listed in your brainstorm for 
something that can be improved at your school. In one or two sentences, 
state your idea below.

Synchronous: Discuss the use of different phrases to introduce an opinion 
and to give advice. According to the image included below,  there are some 
phrases that demonstrate more certainty than others when giving an 
opinion. Ask students why they think some of the phrases show that 
someone is certain about something and why other phrases express doubt. 
Afterwards, students should work with a partner in order to generate ideas 
to make Barranquilla a more inclusive city using some of the phrases that 
are included below (10 minutes).

Asynchronous: Students should complete the activity individually. You could 
send students a recording explaining the language for giving an opinion or 
giving advice, if possible. You could have students submit their answers using 
a Google Document where you could give them feedback.
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Project Presentation
Work with your group to create a visual aid (presentation, drawing, video, 
etc.) that explains your proposal. You will present it to your class to 
explain how your school can implement this idea to be more inclusive.

Make sure to include the following in your presentation:

Title

Problem you identified

The solution you propose

How your school can implement your proposal

Synchronous: Discuss the use of different phrases to introduce an opinion 
and to give advice. According to the image included below,  there are some 
phrases that demonstrate more certainty than others when giving an 
opinion. Ask students why they think some of the phrases show that 
someone is certain about something and why other phrases express doubt. 
Afterwards, students should work with a partner in order to generate ideas 
to make Barranquilla a more inclusive city using some of the phrases that 
are included below (10 minutes).

Asynchronous: Students should complete the activity individually. You could 
send students a recording explaining the language for giving an opinion or 
giving advice, if possible. You could have students submit their answers using 
a Google Document where you could give them feedback.
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Synchronous: The groups should take turns presenting their projects to the 
class. Ask students to complete the table below as they listen to each 
project (15 minutes).

Asynchronous: Students should read the proposals other groups have 
posted on the shared site/platform all students have access to. Based on 
what they read, they should fill in the chart below. 

Activity 4

Use the space below to create a draft of your presentation before 
creating the visual aid.

Synchronous: Discuss the use of different phrases to introduce an opinion 
and to give advice. According to the image included below,  there are some 
phrases that demonstrate more certainty than others when giving an 
opinion. Ask students why they think some of the phrases show that 
someone is certain about something and why other phrases express doubt. 
Afterwards, students should work with a partner in order to generate ideas 
to make Barranquilla a more inclusive city using some of the phrases that 
are included below (10 minutes).

Asynchronous: Students should complete the activity individually. You could 
send students a recording explaining the language for giving an opinion or 
giving advice, if possible. You could have students submit their answers using 
a Google Document where you could give them feedback.
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Group 
Number Project Proposal

Is it 
realistic? 
(yes or no)

Activity 4
Share your proposal with the class. As you listen, take notes on the 
different proposals you hear.

Group 1

Group 2

Group 3

Group 4

Group 5

Group 6

Synchronous: Discuss the use of different phrases to introduce an opinion 
and to give advice. According to the image included below,  there are some 
phrases that demonstrate more certainty than others when giving an 
opinion. Ask students why they think some of the phrases show that 
someone is certain about something and why other phrases express doubt. 
Afterwards, students should work with a partner in order to generate ideas 
to make Barranquilla a more inclusive city using some of the phrases that 
are included below (10 minutes).

Asynchronous: Students should complete the activity individually. You could 
send students a recording explaining the language for giving an opinion or 
giving advice, if possible. You could have students submit their answers using 
a Google Document where you could give them feedback.
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Synchronous: As a class, vote on one of the project proposals to implement. 
Work together to create the steps the school could take to make the project 
a reality. Encourage students to select an idea that is feasible according to 
the resources available to the school (10-20 minutes).

Asynchronous: Students may write about which project proposal they 
preferred and why. You could asks students to submit their responses on 
Padlet where all students can see them. 

After hearing all the proposals, select one as a class and work together 
to create a plan to implement it. 

Post-task

What is the title of the project proposal? 

What is the problem?

How can you resolve the problem?
STEP 1: 

Synchronous: Discuss the use of different phrases to introduce an opinion 
and to give advice. According to the image included below,  there are some 
phrases that demonstrate more certainty than others when giving an 
opinion. Ask students why they think some of the phrases show that 
someone is certain about something and why other phrases express doubt. 
Afterwards, students should work with a partner in order to generate ideas 
to make Barranquilla a more inclusive city using some of the phrases that 
are included below (10 minutes).

Asynchronous: Students should complete the activity individually. You could 
send students a recording explaining the language for giving an opinion or 
giving advice, if possible. You could have students submit their answers using 
a Google Document where you could give them feedback.

25



(optional) STEP 4:

STEP 3:

(optional) STEP 5:

STEP 2: 
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