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I'm Isa the Iguana, here to welcome you to 
21st Century Kids! These materials will help 
you teach English in a way that will allow 
your students to explore, understand, and 
participate in their local and global 
communities.

Are you ready to start? Let's go!

¡Soy Isa la Iguana y te doy la 
bienvenida a 21st Century Kids! 
Estos materiales te ayudarán a 
enseñar inglés de una manera 
que les permitirá a tus estudiantes 
explorar, entender y participar en 
sus comunidades locales y 
globales.

¿Estás listo? ¡Vamos!



Expressing your opinions in class!

Learning Objective: By the end of the lesson, students will be 
able to:
· Use words and phrases for expressing their point of view in 
English.
· Understand how language and communication can be used 
as a peaceful way to resolve conflicts.
· Argue and support a position orally and in writing using words 
and phrases to express their point of view.
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DBA 11° Ciencias Sociales 
2. Evalúa la importancia de la solución negociada de los conflictos armados 
para la búsqueda de la paz. Explica la importancia que tiene para una 
sociedad la resolución pacífica de sus conflictos y el respeto por las diferencias 
políticas, ideológicas, de género, religiosas, étnicas o intereses económicos. 

Task: Andrea has been 
watching the news regularly 
with her family to know about 
her local, national and world 
communities. Lately, she has 
noticed how teenagers, just 
like her, are taking part in 
conflicts using violence to solve 
problems. Andrea would like to 
become an activist and 
advocate for the solution of 
conflicts in peaceful ways. She’s looking forward to her 
Social Studies class this week because there will be a 
speech competition where students need to express their 
opinions on how to peacefully solve conflicts. Andrea is 
getting ready to write her speech. Her preparation 
involves researching the topic to take a stance and 
learning how to express her point of view in a respectful 
manner in front of the class.

LIVE
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Synchronous: Start the lesson by showing pictures of local or national 
activists to students to elicit some answers evidencing their previous 
knowledge. You could also show a picture of a demonstration in 
Colombia/Barranquilla with young people participating and can ask 
students, "What do you see?" Activities 1 and 2 can be completed by asking 
students to think – pair – share. First, ask students to think about their 
answers or they can also write them down individually. After this, have 
students get together in pairs and share their answers with their partners. 
Then, they can share their answers with the class, and you can take notes 
on the board (10 minutes).

Asynchronous:  Students complete the activity individually. You can use an 
online tool for students to share their answers in a shared document, for 
example with Jamboard or a Google Document.

Activities 1 and 2

Pre-task

Andrea has always been an active student at school. She enjoys 
learning about people from different cultures and how their 
experiences are different or similar to her own. Andrea was inspired 
to become an activist when she read a news article about how 
young leaders are creating change in the world. 
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Brainstorm what you think a young person needs to become an activist.
Activity 2

How do you define what an “activist” is? Write your answer in the space 
provided below.

Activity 1

Motivation
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Synchronous: Start by reading aloud the names of the three activists. Then, 
ask three students to read the descriptions aloud. After this, students can 
read the descriptions again and match them with the corresponding 
activist. You can then ask students to identify and look for the meaning of 
the words in bold. Then, you can ask students to get together in pairs and 
complete Activity 3. Some students can be chosen to share their answers, 
and you can confirm whether their answers are correct or incorrect 
(Homework idea: You could ask students to find more information about the 
three activists) (10 minutes).

Asynchronous: Students complete the activity individually. You can use an 
online tool for students to share their answers in a shared document, for 
example with a Google Document or Padlet (if using Padlet, you can create 
one with three columns, one for each activist, and students can write the 
information they find in each column).

Activities 3 and 4

You will now take a look at three different young activists from around 
the world. Try to match the description to each of the activists’ pictures 
by writing the correct letter.

Activity 3

    After a successful academic life, she was 
appointed as Minister of State for Youth Affairs in 
the United Arab Emirates when she was 22.
One of her main goals is to empower young 
people in the UAE to be active in their society and 
government.

C

Malala Yousafzai

A
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Use a dictionary to find the meaning of the following words and write it 
in the chart below. Identify the part of speech corresponding to each 
word (i.e., noun, verb, adjective, etc.) and add it to the chart.

Activity 4

Greta Thunberg

Shamma Al Mazrui

     She started advocating for human rights and 
equal access to education for girls when she was 
11 years old in Pakistan, where the 
Tehrik-i-Taliban group had banned girls from 
going to school.
When she was 15 years old, she became the 
world’s youngest Nobel Peace prize laureate.

    She started the movement “School strike for 
climate” when she was 15 years old, after 
spending her school days outside the Swedish 
Parliament to call for a stronger action to take 
care of the environment. 
She is known for her public speeches where she 
encourages world leaders to address climate 
change in a better way.

A

B

B

C
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Word in
English Part of speech Meaning

Successful

To appoint
(someone)

To empower

To advocate 

To ban

Movement

Strike

Speech

To encourage

To address

adjective

verb

verb

verb

verb

noun

noun

noun

verb

verb

Achieving the results that were 
wanted and hoped for

To choose someone officially for a 
job or responsibility

To give someone official authority 
or the freedom to do something

To speak in support of an idea or 
course of action

To forbid someone to do 
something or forbid an action

A group of people with a particular 
set of goals or ideas

A refusal to work organized by a body of 
employees as a form of protest, typically to 
gain a concession or concessions from the 

employer
A formal talk given usually to a 
large number of people on a 

special occasion
To make someone more likely to do 
something, or to make something 

more likely to happen

To speak or write to someone
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Andrea was inspired by Malala, Greta, and Shamma because she 
could see that they all used language and communication to 
solve problems in their communities. Throughout history, different 
national and world leaders have been recognized for their use of 
peaceful ways to solve conflicts. Andrea wanted to see the best 
way to write a speech and she was also looking for some 
examples to find inspiration.

Synchronous: Ask students to read an example of a speech given by Malala 
Yousafzai at a live international conference at UNESCO in France. Students 
can take turns reading the speech aloud while you correct pronunciation or 
read the speech individually. After reading, you can ask students to 
complete Activity 5. Then, tell students to share their answers with a partner. 
Afterwards, students can share their answers with the class (10 minutes). 

Asynchronous: Ask students to read the text individually. However, the 
questions from Activity 5 could be answered using a digital platform such 
as Google Classroom or Nearpod where the teacher can give feedback on 
students’ answers.

Activity 5
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Read the speech by Malala Yousafzai and answer the questions below.
Activity 5

I was 11 years old the first time I spoke about why girls 
should go to school. The Taliban had entered Swat Valley. 
They took away peace from our people and banned girls' 

education. So, I fought for my rights and the rights of girls in my 
hometown, in every way I could.

I was 17 years old when I won the Nobel Peace Prize. I asked girls 
from several countries to join me in Oslo — girls who, like me and 
millions of others, had been denied their education. Together, we 
called on people everywhere to pay attention to the challenges girls 
face and to join our fight for education. Now at 21 years old, I want 
to support girls and other education activists and create opportunities 
for them to speak out about their work. 

No matter the opportunity, my message remains the same: invest in 
girls’ education. Educating girls is the single best investment leaders 
can make in our world’s future. I will say this again and again until 
every girl is in school.

I want to deliver the message from young education activists to you 
— the people responsible for making decisions about our collective 
future.

We need you to help guarantee 12 years of education for every girl, 
in every community, in every country in the world.

Right now, there is not enough getting done. Just 10% of your aid 
goes to countries where girls face the biggest challenges. In 
sub-Saharan Africa, 75% of girls start school — but only 8% will finish 
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their secondary education. The rest of them, the vast majority, will be 
forced to set aside their aspirations and face early child marriage or 
a lifetime of insecure work.

I am convinced that if educated girls could fill workforce gaps we 
could add up to $30 trillion to the global economy. However, first we 
need to reverse the current decline in funding for education. I strongly 
believe that you have the power to determine budgets and change 
the lives of millions of girls. You have a role to play in achieving 
equality. 

I hope you will join in doing your part and invest in girls’ 
education.

Merci. Thank you.

Yousafzai, Malala. G7 Education and development ministers meeting. International 
Conference Emancipating women and girls through education: Why do we need 
innovation?, 5 Jul. 2019, UNESCO, Paris. Speech. Retrieved from: 
https://malala.org/newsroom/archive/malala-yousafzai-g7-education-and-develo
pment-ministers-meeting 
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1. In the sentence, “They took away peace from our people and 
banned girls' education,” the words in bold probably mean:

a. to give

b. to remove

c. to say

2. In the sentence, “Together, we called on people everywhere to 
pay attention to the challenges girls face and to join our fight for 
education,” the words in bold mean:

a. to ask someone to do something

b. to give a present to someone

c. to message someone

3. In the sentence, “Now at 21 years old, I want to support girls and 
other education activists and create opportunities for them to 
speak out about their work,” the words in bold likely mean:

a. to feel confident about something

b. to have questions about something

c. to say something in public about something

After reading Malala’s speech, Andrea is now inspired and ready 
to write her own. She is looking at her notes from her English class 
because she remembered her teacher mentioned that a speech 
needs to follow a structure and that ideas must be organized. 
Look at the notes from Andrea’s class on how to write a speech.
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After reading Malala Yousafzai’s speech and completing Activity 5, ask 
students if they liked or disliked the speech. You can also ask them if they think 
the speech follows a particular structure. Answers may vary here from students. 
It is important that you explain that when writing a speech, students must 
follow a structure in order to organize their ideas. At this point, you should show 
the “How to write a speech chart” to students. You could ask some students to 
take turns reading it. Then, ask students to identify the different parts of the 
speech by completing Activity 6.

How to write the
best speech?

First, introduce your topic.
Tell the audience what you will 
talk about.
i.e.: I will talk about...

Second, explain why this 
topic is important.
Why is it interesting? 
Why is it important for you?
i.e.: I've always been 
interested in..

Third, list your research.
What have you read, seen, 
heard about this topic? Find 
reliable sources.
i.e.: I read that.../ I saw on T.V. 
that...

Fourth, express your 
opinions about the topic.
What do you think about it?
what would you do to solve it?
i.e. In my opinion...

Fifth, conclude your speech
Finally, I would like to say...
Thank you for listening...

15



Synchronous: Print Malala's speech 5 or 6 times. Then, cut the paragraphs 
and ask students to classify them using the chart from Activity 6. Another 
way of completing the task is asking students to number the paragraphs 
from the speech and classify them using the chart from Activity 6. Students 
can work in pairs or groups of 3 to complete the activity. After they finish, 
they can share the answers with the class and you can make sure their 
answers are correct. You can ask them how they knew the correct part of 
the speech (10 minutes).
Asynchronous: You can ask students to complete the activity individually. 
You can share this activity using an interactive online tool like Jamboard, 
Padlet or Nearpod where students can drag and drop each section of the 
speech to the right section. 

Activity 6

Go back to Malala’s speech in Activity 5. Identify the following parts in it. 
Highlight each part with a different color. 

Activity 6

1. Introduction 2. Explanation of
importance of topic

“I was 11 years old the first time I spoke 
about why girls should go to school. The 

Taliban had entered Swat Valley. They 
took away peace from our people and 
banned girls' education. So, I fought for 
my rights and the rights of girls in my 

hometown, in every way I could.
I was 17 years old when I won the Nobel 

Peace Prize. I asked girls from several 
countries to join me in Oslo — girls who, 
like me and millions of others, had been 

denied their education. Together, we 
called on people everywhere to pay 

attention to the challenges girls face and 
to join our fight for education. Now at 21 

years old, I want to support girls and 
other education activists and create 
opportunities for them to speak out 

about their work. 

No matter the opportunity, my message 
remains the same: invest in girls’ 

education. Educating girls is the single 
best investment leaders can make in 
our world’s future. I will say this again 
and again until every girl is in school.
I want to deliver the message from 

young education activists to you — the 
people responsible for making 

decisions about our collective future.
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Synchronous: For Activty 1, draw two thought bubbles on the board to write 
words or phrases that students use when expressing their opinion. One 
bubble could be for words/phrases to express agreement and the other to 
express disagreement with other people’s opinions. You could ask students 
to identify if there are words/phrases to express opinions without showing 
agreement or disagreement. Then, ask students to write down more 

Activity 1

3. Researched
information 4. Opinion 5. Conclusion

Task

We need you to help 
guarantee 12 years of 

education for every girl, in 
every community, in every 

country in the world.
Right now, there is not 

enough getting done. Just 
10% of your aid goes to 

countries where girls face 
the biggest challenges. In 
sub-Saharan Africa, 75% 
of girls start school — but 

only 8% will finish their 
secondary education. The 

rest of them, the vast 
majority, will be forced to 
set aside their aspirations 

and face early child 
marriage or a lifetime of 

insecure work.

I am convinced that if 
educated girls could fill 

workforce gaps we could 
add up to $30 trillion to 

the global economy. 
However, first we need to 
reverse the current decline 
in funding for education. I 
strongly believe that you 

have the power to 
determine budgets and 

change the lives of 
millions of girls. You have 
a role to play in achieving 

equality. 

I hope you will join in 
doing your part and 

invest in girls’ education.
Merci. Thank you.”

examples individually. Afterwards, students can compare their answers in 
pairs and share them with the class (5 minutes).

Asynchronous:  Students complete the activity individually. You can also use 
an online tool like Padlet or Jamboard to see students’ answers and give 
feedback.
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Synchronous: For Activty 1, draw two thought bubbles on the board to write 
words or phrases that students use when expressing their opinion. One 
bubble could be for words/phrases to express agreement and the other to 
express disagreement with other people’s opinions. You could ask students 
to identify if there are words/phrases to express opinions without showing 
agreement or disagreement. Then, ask students to write down more 

Andrea understands the structure of a speech and she believes 
she is ready to write her own. However, she is not sure about how 
to express her opinions. She knows that this is an important part 
of writing her speech.

Write down words and phrases you regularly use when expressing your 
point of view.  Write your answer in the thought bubble.

Activity 1

examples individually. Afterwards, students can compare their answers in 
pairs and share them with the class (5 minutes).

Asynchronous:  Students complete the activity individually. You can also use 
an online tool like Padlet or Jamboard to see students’ answers and give 
feedback.
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Read and listen to the following conversation where Felipe and Tatiana 
are discussing a common situation in Barranquilla. Pay careful attention 
to the phrases they use to express their opinion. 

Activity 2

Felipe: Hi Tatiana! How are you?
Tatiana: Hi Felipe! I’m very good, 
thanks for asking. I haven’t seen you 
at the park before, is it because you 
don’t like it?
Felipe: I guess I don’t come very 
often. I think it is always so dirty 

Synchronous: Ask two students to read the conversation aloud while the 
rest of the class listens. Then, ask students if there are any words they think 
are difficult to pronounce and can help students with their pronunciation. 
Then, you can play the audio, so all students can hear the conversation and 
confirm the pronunciation. Students can listen to the conversation for a 
second time to identify the words/phrases used to express opinions. After 
listening to the audio, students can use the words from the conversation in 
the box to organize them based on how they are used (10 minutes).

Asynchronous: Share the audio with students and ask them to pay attention 
to pronunciation. You can ask students to highlight the words/phrases they 
think are used in conversation to express opinions. Then, you could share 
an interactive sheet or interactive board where students can organize the 
phrases/words used to express opinion based on how they are used in the 
conversation.

Activity 2

https://youtu.be/QAWNGE2bwDg
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Whenever you are having a conversation with a friend or participating in 
class, there are some words and phrases we can use to express our 
point of view. Organize the phrases from the conversation that can be 
found in the box below, according to their function. 

around here. I don’t believe people are looking after the park anymore.
Tatiana: You might be right. However, it is not always so dirty. 
Sometimes, people pick up the trash and throw it away in the bins. 
Felipe: I don’t think that’s quite right. Every time I come here, I see 
people having picnics or birthday parties and then leaving the trash 
behind.  Personally speaking, I only come to the park when I see that 
it’s empty.
Tatiana: You make a good point. However, I am convinced that 
whenever I see someone leaving their trash on the ground, if I talk to 
them kindly, and ask them to throw it away in the bin, they will do it 
because we can all look after the park together.
Felipe: I guess you are right. Looking after the park is something we 
can all do together. Maybe next time we come we can bring some 
signs for people to see what they should do with their garbage. 
Tatiana: I agree with you! This is a great idea! I’ll call you tomorrow to 
see when we can make those signs together.
Felipe: Yes of course! Thanks Tatiana, it was lovely seeing you here!

I guess. I don't believe that...I don’t think that’s quite right.

You might be right. I agree with you.I am convinced that...
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Yes of course!I guess you are right.

I think that... Personally speaking,...You make a good point.

Phrases to express
your opinion

Phrases to express
agreement

Phrases to express
disagreement

· I guess. 
· I think that...

· I am convinced 
that...

· Personally 
speaking,...

· You might be right. 
· You make a good 

point. 
· I guess you are right.

· I agree with you.

· I don't believe that...
· I don´t think that's 

quite right. 

Synchronous: Activity 3 can be completed in pairs. You can encourage 
students to use a dictionary in case there are words they do not know the 
meaning of. You can also draw the chart on the board and ask students to 
share the words they consider belong in each column (5 minutes). 

Asynchronous: Students complete the activity individually. You could share 
the activity using an interactive learning tool like Nearpod, where students 
can drag and drop the phrases to each column in the chart.

Activity 3
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1.  I guess.
2. I think you are right.
3. I believe that...
4. I think otherwise.
5. That is right.
6. I consider that...
7. You may be right. 
8. I think that...
9. I agree up to a point, 
but...
10. I guess you are 
right.

11. I see your point.
12. I share your view.
13. You make a good 
point. 
14. I completely disagree.
15. Speaking personally...
16. It seems to me that...
17. From my point of 
view...
18. I'm afraid I disagree.
19. I don´t share your 
view. 

20. I agree with you. 
21. I totally agree. 
22. I am convinced that...
23. I don't think so.
24. As I see it...
25. I don´t think that's 
right.
26. I feel certain that...
27. I think so too.
28. I don´t agree with you.
29. In my opinion...

Expressing
an opinion

Expressing
agreement

Expressing
disagreement

Classify the phrases below in the chart depending on how they can be 
used when expressing your point of view.

Activity 3

1 - 15 - 24 - 3 - 16   
26 - 6 - 17 - 29 - 8   
22  

2 - 5 - 7 - 10 - 11
12 - 13 - 20 - 21   
27

4 - 14 - 18 - 19
23 - 25 - 28
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Andrea feels confident about her participation in the speech 
competition. She now knows how to express her point of view and 
how to disagree or agree with her classmates when the time 
comes. However, she still feels that for her classmates to 
understand her point of view she needs to organize her ideas. 

Key phrases and terms are important in speeches to 
not only structure your work but to refocus the 
audience when they are distracted. When you use 
signposting language, you explicitly demonstrate 
the structure of an organized speech.

Start your speech with…
· I am going to talk about…
· My topic today is…

Then, briefly share the main 
points of your speech…
· I have three things to say
· First, 
· Then, 
· Finally
· I’m going to divide my speech in 
  three parts…

Also, give examples…
· For example…
· A good example of this is…
· To illustrate this point…

Finally, conclude your ideas…
· To conclude…
· In short…
· In conclusion…
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Synchronous: Allot some time for students to write their answers. Then, ask 
students to get together in groups of 4 to share their speeches with their 
classmates. In each group, there should be a student in charge of keeping 
track of time. You can ask students in each group to agree or disagree with 
their peers using words/phrases used to express agreement or 
disagreement (15 minutes).

Asynchronous: Students complete the activity individually. You can ask 
students to send a voice recording with their answer and share it using a 
digital tool like Padlet or Google Drive. Then, you can ask students to choose 
and listen to 2 or 3 recordings and send a new voice recording expressing 
their agreement or disagreement with their classmates’ opinions.

Activity 4

Now that we know about the structure of a speech and what 
words or phrases we should use, Andrea is ready to start writing 
her speech. You should write a speech too to share it with your 
classmates. 

Write a speech where you express your opinion about the sentence 
below. The speech should be 1-minute long. Use the phrases we have 
learned in this lesson to express your point of view and the key words 
for speeches from Activity 3 to organize your ideas. 

Activity 4
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Post-task

Some people believe that conflicts in our society can be solved 
through the use of violence and guns. Other people think that 
conflicts can only be solved through dialogue and non-violent 
ways, such as peaceful protests that involve members of society 
(including young people). What do you think?

Now, share your speech with the class!

Activity 1

complete this task, they should be able to share their findings with the writers 
of the speeches (10 minutes).

Asynchronous: Ask students to record themselves reading or sharing their 
speeches orally and send the video via email or a platform such as Flipgrid. 
Then, you can ask students to choose 3 or 4 videos to watch and to leave a 
comment for their classmates where they reflect upon their speech in terms 
of content, language use, and structure. They can use the checklist to be 
found below. You can also ask students to mention the positive aspects of 
their classmates’ speeches.

Synchronous: After reading their speeches in each group, you can ask 
students how they felt sharing their opinions in groups. Additionally, you can 
ask students about how language can be used to solve conflicts. Then, you 
can ask students to identify a speech they liked from their group. Each 
student should have a speech different from the one they wrote. This way, 
students will be able to read the speech and complete the checklist to see if 
the speech includes all the elements that were required. After students 
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Use the chart below to review one of your classmates’ speeches. 

Activity 1

Criteria 1 point per
criteria

1. It uses words and phrases for expressing their 
point of view in English.

3. It has a correct structure. The reader can identify 
all the parts of the speech.

4. There is evidence of researched information 
included in the speech. 

2. It includes signposting language. 

5. Correct use of vocabulary and grammar structure. 

complete this task, they should be able to share their findings with the writers 
of the speeches (10 minutes).

Asynchronous: Ask students to record themselves reading or sharing their 
speeches orally and send the video via email or a platform such as Flipgrid. 
Then, you can ask students to choose 3 or 4 videos to watch and to leave a 
comment for their classmates where they reflect upon their speech in terms 
of content, language use, and structure. They can use the checklist to be 
found below. You can also ask students to mention the positive aspects of 
their classmates’ speeches.

Synchronous: After reading their speeches in each group, you can ask 
students how they felt sharing their opinions in groups. Additionally, you can 
ask students about how language can be used to solve conflicts. Then, you 
can ask students to identify a speech they liked from their group. Each 
student should have a speech different from the one they wrote. This way, 
students will be able to read the speech and complete the checklist to see if 
the speech includes all the elements that were required. After students 
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Activity 2
Synchronous: After reading their speeches in each group, ask students to 
identify a speech they think includes all the elements of a good speech. You 
can also ask the students how they felt sharing their opinions in groups. 
Afterwards, you should ask students to write a reflection about their 
classmates’ speeches and the quality of them. Additionally, you can ask 
students about how language can be used to solve conflicts to wrap-up the 
lesson. If you have time, students can complete the self-assessment section. 
Ask students to write their answers individually first. Then, you can ask 
students to share as a whole class and identify any questions students may 
still have about activism or expressing their opinions (10-15 minutes).

Asynchronous:  Ask students to record themselves reading or sharing their 
speeches orally and send the video via email or a platform such as Flipgrid. 
Then, ask students to choose 3 or 4 videos to watch and to leave a comment 
for their classmates where they reflect upon their speech in terms of content, 
language use, and structure. You can also ask students to mention the 
positive aspects of their classmates’ speeches. For the self-assessment, you 
can create a Google Form where students answer the questions individually. 
Based on students' answers, you can identify questions students may still 
have about activism or expressing their opinions. 
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Activity 2
Write a short reflection where you express your opinion about your 
classmates’ speeches. Overall, did they include all the elements of a good 
speech? Did you agree with what they said? 

Write your reflection here.
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1. What did you learn about activism?

2. What questions do you still have about activism?

3. Do you feel confident in expressing your point of view?

4. Is there anything you need to keep improving to better
express your point of view? If so, what?

Self-assessment
Answer the following questions based on what you learned in today's 
lesson.
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